Frequently Asked Questions

Program Details

Q: What is the Advanced Industries Proof of Concept (Al POC) Program?

A: The Al POC Program is funded by the Colorado Office of Economic Development and
International Trade (OEDIT) to advance innovations developed at Colorado research institutions in
the advanced industries towards commercialization, leading to economic impact in the State of
Colorado. These industries include: Aerospace, Advanced Manufacturing, Bioscience, Electronics,
Energy and Natural Resources, Infrastructure Engineering, and Technology and Information.

Q: Who administers the Al POC awards at CSU?
A: CSU Strata, in collaboration with the Offices of Sponsored Programs.

Q: Who is eligible to apply as the primary investigator for an Al POC award at CSU?
A: Al POC grant funding is available to any Colorado State University non-temporary, salaried, state
classified or general faculty employee.

Q: Who do | contact with questions about the grant process?
A: All questions regarding Al POC grants at CSU should be directed to Sarah Belford via email,
sarah.belford@colostate.edu.

Q: What s the expected timeline for applying to CSU's allocated Al POC funding?
A:

Date Who is Required to Participate Activity

7/16/2026 All applicants (optional) Information Session and Q&A
e Location: Web (Register)
e Time:4pm-5pm

7/22/2026 All applicants (optional) Seminar to help applicants answer questions related
to market and commercial outcomes

e Location: Web (Register)

e Time:1pm-2:30pm

8/10/2026 All applicants Deadline for applicants to submit recordings of their
presentations via CSU’s InfoReady System

8/25/2026 All applicants Notice of request to submit internal proposal

9/21/2026 Final Applicants Internal proposal due by 4 pm MDT

10/5/2026 Final Applicants Notification of internal selection

10/20/2026 Internally Selected Applicants OEDIT proposals due to OSP for approval

10/30/2026 Internally Selected Applicants OEDIT proposals due in OEDIT application portal

Q: When are Al POC projects expected to start?

A: Once funding is awarded by OEDIT, project contracts between CSU (Office of Sponsored
Programs) and OEDIT must be completed, project accounts set up, and funding sent by OEDIT. We
would expect, based on previous applications cycles that the projects will start around June/July of
2027. CSU Strata and OSP will strive to complete our portions of the process quickly to ensure that
projects can start as early as possible.

Q: Are there any constraints regarding project duration?


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduOTZZ8RnoSIRl-rhpGYV6-Y-IegPVSEcU2PydakCI9xBLOw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8L_gj13o3I67JjaGhLRC_SZoxHAC-AToiOZL6BOeML0KomQ/viewform?usp=header
https://colostate.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2021701

A: Projects can be up to two years in length, except for bioscience projects, which can be up to
three years in length. No extensions beyond these terms can be granted.

Q: Can | apply for funding for more than one project at a time?

A: Yes, however, you may only be the Primary Pl on one active Al POC project at a time. If you apply
for funding on multiple projects, only one can be selected for funding. This also means that if you
have an active project on which you are Primary PI, you cannot start a new Al POC project until your
active project is completed.

Q: Are there reporting obligations associated with Al POC awards?

A: Yes. Pls on funded projects will need to submit annual reports to OEDIT by September 1, each
year during the project, AND for five years after the project end date. Additionally, a final project
report is due to OEDIT upon project completion. Pls are responsible for submitting their project
reports in OEDIT’s online portal, but they must work with their department Fiscal Officer and OSP
Financial Research Administrator in preparing the financial report section of the annual reports.

Q: Do | need to submit an invention disclosure for my project to CSU Strata?

A: CSU Strata is not requiring invention disclosures for Al POC projects; however, someone from the
CSU Strata team may contact you to discuss completing a disclosure if they believe that one is
needed.

Applicant Video Presentations

Q: How long should my presentation recording be?

A: Video presentations should not exceed 15 minutes in length. If your presentation exceeds the
time limit, only the first 15 minutes will be evaluated by reviewers.

Q: What information should be included in my video presentation?

A: Please use the PowerPoint template provided on the program website in your recorded
presentation. This template will outline topics that should be covered. See the “How to Record Your
Video Presentation” document for additional information and for a suggested presentation
recording method using PowerPoint. The recommended video file format is mp4.

Q: What should | do if ’'m unable to access CSU’s InfoReady system or if my presentation
recording will not upload?

A: Contact Sarah Belford (sarah.belford@colostate.edu) with any issues submitting your
presentation recording.

Matching Funds and Budget

Q: How much match is required?

A: The match must be 1:3, or $1 of match for every $3 of OEDIT funds. You also cannot have more
than the required 1:3 match in your project budget.

For example, applicants requesting the full $130,000 from the State must provide $43,333 in
matching funds, for a total project budget of $173,333.

CSU Strata may provide a portion of the matching funds for a limited number of projects; however,
applications that have matching funds identified will receive priority status in the review process.


http://csustrata.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/How_to_Record_your_Video_Presentation-1.pdf
http://csustrata.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/How_to_Record_your_Video_Presentation-1.pdf
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Q: Is the match allowed to be 3rd party in-kind?
A: No, the match is required to be funds in an account at the grantee institution. Thus, if an outside
entity is providing match, they need to provide cash to CSU.

Q: Can l use another sponsored project that | currently have as match.

A: No, a sponsored project that was applied for, awarded, and is ongoing has its own scope of work
and budget which are for that project during its period of performance. To qualify as match, the
funds used must be for the project in question, not an already existing project. Additionally, all
matching funds must be spent during the period of performance of the Al POC project.

Q: Is Pl effort allowed as a cost on the OEDIT funds or as match?

A: Pl effort that is not part of the faculty member’s official university appointment (i.e. summer
salary for a faculty member on a 9-month appointment) is allowed as a cost on the OEDIT funds
and/or as match, but it is not allowed to be charged during the time of their university appointment.

Q: When does my proposal need to be approved by OSP?

A: You do not need OSP approval for presentations or internal proposals. If your internal proposalis
selected, your OEDIT proposal must receive OSP approval before it can be submitted to OEDIT. You
should submit your OEDIT proposalto OSP by 10/20/2026 for approval.

Q: What counts as “external” match?

A: Funding from CSU Strata or any other entity outside of CSU (a company or non-profit entity) is
“external” and thus CSU will need to enter into a research agreement with that entity as the
mechanism to get the funding into an account at CSU. Examples of internal funding at CSU-Fort
Collins include, 13, 16, and 64 funds.



