
 
 

CSU Strata Advanced Industries Proof of Concept Program:  
Call for Applicant Presentations 

 

Deadline to Submit 15-minute Presentations: 11:59pm August 10, 2026 
 

CSU Strata is requesting applicant presentations for funding through the Advanced Industries Proof of 
Concept (AI POC) Program. This funding is provided to Colorado State University (CSU) through the 
Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade (OEDIT) and is intended to accelerate 
the commercialization of CSU innovations with high potential for creating economic impact in the State 
of Colorado. CSU applicants may request up to $130,000 in funding for POC projects related to the 
following industries: Aerospace, Advanced Manufacturing, Bioscience, Electronics, Energy and Natural 
Resources, Infrastructure Engineering, and Technology and Information. A 1:3 cash match is required. 
 
Program Specifics: 
 

• Applicant Video Presentations: Interested applicants should record a video in which they present 
their project concept and submit it to CSU Strata, using CSU’s InfoReady System, by August 10, 2026. 
Based on presentations, a selected set of applicants will be invited to submit internal written 
proposals for AI POC funding. 

o Video presentations must be submitted through CSU’s InfoReady System, via the 
following link: 
https://colostate.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2021701 

o The deadline to submit a presentation is 11:59pm MDT on August 10, 2026. 
o Video presentations must use the provided PowerPoint template and should not exceed 15 

minutes in length. If a presentation exceeds the time limit, only the first 15 minutes of the 
presentation will be evaluated. The recommended file format is mp4. 

o Video presentations should focus on content; video/sound quality, lighting, and additional 
video content/effects will not be key factors in CSU Strata’s evaluation.  

o Review our “How to Record your Video Presentation” document for additional information 
and for a suggested presentation recording method using PowerPoint. 

 

• Seminar: A seminar intended to help applicants articulate a clear vision of the market potential of 
their innovations will be offered on July 22, 2026, from 1pm-2:30pm. It is recommended (but not 
required) that someone from the project team attends this seminar. Please register here for this 
seminar. 

• Internal Proposals: Based on the presentations, selected applicants will be invited to submit internal 
written proposals. Invited applicants will receive additional guidelines on completing internal 
proposals. Internal proposals are due by 4pm, September 21, 2026. Due to a compressed timeline, 
no requests to extend the deadline will be granted. 

o Applicants do not need a CSU-approved budget to submit an internal proposal but must 
verify their matching source(s) with the CSU Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) prior to 
submission. 

• OEDIT Proposals: Applicants whose internal proposals are selected for funding by CSU Strata 
following the September 21, 2026 submission will be notified by October 5, 2026. Selected 
applicants must also complete the OEDIT proposal in the OEDIT application portal by October 30, 

https://colostate.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2021701
https://csustrata.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Presentation-Template.pptx
http://csustrata.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/How_to_Record_your_Video_Presentation-1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8L_gj13o3I67JjaGhLRC_SZoxHAC-AToiOZL6BOeML0KomQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8L_gj13o3I67JjaGhLRC_SZoxHAC-AToiOZL6BOeML0KomQ/viewform?usp=header


 
2026 to receive funding. OEDIT proposals must be approved by OSP before they are submitted to 
OEDIT. OEDIT proposals should be submitted to OSP by October 20, 2026 to ensure adequate time 
for review/approval. 

• Funding Maximum: $130,000, plus matching funds.  

• Matching Funds: A 1:3 cash match is required ($1 match for every $3 in funding from OEDIT). CSU 
Strata may provide part of the required matching funds for select projects; however, priority will be 
given to projects that have matching funds identified. Matching funds must be cash (not in-kind) and 
cannot be other State of Colorado funds or funds from existing sponsored projects. Faculty effort is 
not allowed as a match. Please see the Frequently Asked Questions document for more information 
on matching funds. 

• Industries: Projects must be related to one or more of the following advanced industries: Aerospace, 
Advanced Manufacturing, Bioscience, Electronics, Energy and Natural Resources, Infrastructure 
Engineering, and Technology and Information. 

• Eligibility: AI POC grant funding is available to any Colorado State University non-temporary, 
salaried, state classified or general faculty employee. 

• Program Intent: The intent of the AI POC Program is to accelerate the commercialization of 
university research in the advanced industries, stimulating economic development in Colorado and 
creating new jobs in the region (see State program details). 

• Information Session: An overview of the program and application process, followed by an 
opportunity for Q&A, will be held on July 16, 2026 from 4pm - 5pm. If you are interested in 
attending this event, please register here. 
 

Application Instructions: 
 

• To begin the application process, please submit your presentation, as described above, in CSU’s 
InfoReady System. 

• All questions regarding the application process should be directed to Sarah Belford via email: 
sarah.belford@colostate.edu 

• Competitive applications demonstrate the potential of their projects to result in significant 
economic impact and the creation of jobs in the State of Colorado by advancing their research 
innovations towards becoming new commercial products or processes. 

 
Anticipated Timeline: 
 

Date Who is Required to Participate Activity 

7/16/2026 All applicants (optional) Information Session and Q&A  

• Location: Web (Register) 

• Time: 4pm - 5pm 

7/22/2026 All applicants (optional) Seminar to help applicants answer questions related to 
market and commercial outcomes 

• Location: Web (Register) 

• Time: 1pm – 2:30pm 

8/10/2026 All applicants Deadline for applicants to submit recordings of their 
presentations via CSU’s InfoReady System 

8/25/2026 All applicants Notice of request to submit internal proposal 

9/21/2026 Final Applicants Internal proposal due by 4 pm MDT 

10/5/2026 Final Applicants Notification of internal selection 

10/20/2026 Internally Selected Applicants OEDIT proposals due to OSP for approval 

http://csustrata.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/ai_poc_faqs-fy27.pdf
https://choosecolorado.com/doing-business/advanced-industries/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduOTZZ8RnoSIRl-rhpGYV6-Y-IegPVSEcU2PydakCI9xBLOw/viewform?usp=header
https://colostate.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2021701
https://colostate.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2021701
mailto:sarah.belford@colostate.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduOTZZ8RnoSIRl-rhpGYV6-Y-IegPVSEcU2PydakCI9xBLOw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8L_gj13o3I67JjaGhLRC_SZoxHAC-AToiOZL6BOeML0KomQ/viewform?usp=header
https://colostate.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/2021701


 
10/30/2026 Internally Selected Applicants OEDIT proposals due in OEDIT application portal 

 

 
About the State of Colorado’s Advanced Industries Program 

• The AI POC Program was created in 2013 by the Colorado Legislature to promote the success of 
seven designated industries in the State of Colorado.  A portion of these funds are made available 
for proof of concept (POC) research occurring at Colorado research institutions and are allocated 
through the technology transfer offices.   

• For AI POC program specifics, guidelines, and expectations, please see the State of Colorado AI  
Programs Grant Guidelines. 

 
About CSU Strata 

• CSU Strata is a private, not-for-profit corporation, legally separate from the Colorado State 
University (CSU) System. Founded in 1941, we support and serve the campuses and affiliates of the 
CSU System through strategic real estate management, project development services, special 
project oversight, intellectual property management and technology transfer services, as well as 
operational management of regional, state, national, and international assets. 

https://choosecolorado.com/doing-business/advanced-industries/
https://choosecolorado.com/doing-business/advanced-industries/

